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[Abstract:] Supt. not obliged to receive subsidiary silver coin in payment for minor coins. 76 


Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

March 21, 1879 


Sir: 


Referring to your letter of the 18th instant, relative to the re-issue of Minor Coins, and the 
amount of silver coins offered in exchange therefor, and asking to be instructed by the 
Department, as to whether some limit may not be given in regard to the amount of silver coin 
you shall receive in exchange for minor coins. I have to inform you that the attention of the 
Director was called to your letter, and he expressed the opinion, that under Section #3529, of the 
Revised Statutes, and following clause in the regulations established by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in Department Circular #93 dated September 24, 1874, (a copy of which is herewith 
enclosed) viz: “Persons desiring to purchase the “Minor Coins issued under the above act, are 
informed that they will “be issued to them in exchange at par for lawful money of the “United 
States, in sums of Twenty dollars or multiples thereof” in that purchases are not entitled to tender 
any money which is not a legal tender for the sum of Twenty dollars and upwards, and that the 
Superintendent may, if he deems it best for the interest of the Government, refuse to receive 
subsidiary silver coin in exchange for minor coins. 


I am, Sir, very respectfully, 
R.E. Preston 
Acting Director. 


